CHANGES   IN  THE   CLERGY

church or else by enrolling fighting-men whom they supported
by granting them land in fee. Thus the bishops and abbots had
become part of the feudal order, both as vassals of the king and as
the overlords of vassals provided with fiefs carved out of the
domains of the Church.

In the third place, in a society in which social status of every
kind tended to be handed down from father to son, the clergy
alone, being vowed to celibacy, were unable, like the other classes,
to recruit their ranks by natural increase; in every generation
they were renewed by recruits born of families belonging to the
laity, who entered the ranks of the clergy through various channels.
The bishop received young men into his household and had them
instructed in all things necessary for the discharge of ecclesiastical
functions; it was from among these that he recruited the
priests and clerks who occupied posts about his person, which
were most sought after. In the country districts he usually
appointed as parish priest an ecclesiastic nominated by the
lord who owned the village, and often chosen from among his
servants.

The monies were recruited through two channels. Some were
offered to the monastery by their parents while still young children,
and lived there from childhood among the monks, being trained
to obey the rule. Others entered the monasteries as adults, volun-
tarily and for a great variety of motives; there were laymen, and
even great lords, disgusted with life in the world, who came to
work in peace for the salvation of their souls, or repentant sinners
obsessed by the fear of hell, or destitute men and vagabonds, or
even criminals, who found in the monastery a refuge and a means
of livelihood.

In accordance with the rules of the Church, the bishop had to be
elected by the priests of the cathedral church - that of the chief
town of the diocese - organized since the ninth century into a
community of canons (a word meaning those subject to the rule)
on the model of monasteries. The abbot had to be elected by the
monks under him. But the rank of bishop and of abbot, which
carried with them the possessions of a vast domain, had become
a convenient means by which powerful laymen could provide
their younger sons with a benefice which assured them of great
wealth and high social rank. They accordingly forced the canons
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